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Postwar Sri Lanka: Politics, Economy, Peace-Building
LONDON: THURSDAY 25- FRIDAY 26 APRIL 2013

PROGRAMMIE (draft 15.03.13)

DAY 1
REGISTRATION AND INTRODUCTION: 9.00AM-9.30AM
9.30am Introduction and Welcome:

10.00AM - 11.30AM.

PANEL 1: Religion and Politics

1. Sidharthan Maunaguru (Edinburgh): Sri Lankan Hindu Temples and Politics: Multiple
Faces, Contesting Spaces and Ordinary Figurers

2. Luke Heslop (Edinburgh): On ‘Sacred’ Ground: The Local Politics of Contesting Space
3. Deborah Johnson (Zurich): Religious boundaries in contemporary Sri Lanka

COFFEE BREAK: 11.30AM — 11.45AM

11.45AM-12.45PM.

PANEL 2: Livelihoods in the North-East.

4. JoeriScholtens (Amsterdam): Struggling against the chains: Tamil fishermen’s fight
for fishing access in post-war Northern Sri Lanka

5. Maarten Bavinck (Amsterdam): Fishing in a Vadamarachchi village — comparisons
1977/2013

LUNCH: 12.45PM-1.30PM
1.30PM — 2.45PM.

PANEL DISCUSSION 1: Framing the Post-War Policy Agenda.
6. PANEL DISCUSSION

BREAK: 2.45PM-3.00PM

3.00PM - 4.30PM.

PANEL 3: Displacement and Recovery in the North-East.

7. Sivagnanam Maheswaran (NTNU): International-Local Organizational Partnership
Networks: Creating a ‘Double Bottom-line’ as a recovery strategy

8. Danesh Jayatilaka (Colombo): An economic analysis of the resettlement of Internally
Displaced Persons (IDPs) in the Post-war East of Sri Lanka

9. Emily Howie (Columbia): Time to Leave: Migration as a Measure of Sri Lanka’s Post-
War Transition

6.30PM: DRINKS & DINNER: location TBA

Participants may want to use this opportunity to visit the Brunei Gallery in SOAS from
5.30pm-6.30pm for ‘Colours of Change — Sri Lanka’: Brunei Gallery, SOAS: An exhibition of
photographs by Stephen Champion. The exhibition is open until 8om on Thursday.
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DAY 2
9.00AM-10.00AM.

PANEL 4: States and Nationalisms 1

Bart Klem (Zurich) and Sidharthan Manunaguru (Edinburgh). The contradictions of sovereign
rule: Insights from the last decade of the Tamil Tigers

Rajesh Venugopal (LSE). The Grease Devil Outbreak and State-Minority Relations in Sri Lanka
BREAK: 10.00AM-10.15AM
10.15AM-11.15AM.

PANEL 5: States and Nationalisms 2

10. Asanga Welikala: The Sri Lankan conception of the unitary state: theory, practice,
and historiography

11. Benedikt Korf (Zurich) and Shahul Hasbullah (Peradeniya). Sri Lanka’s Violent
Frontier

11.15AM -12.45PM

KEYNOTE DISCUSSION 1: Framing the Post-War Research Agenda
12. SPEAKER: Jonathan Spencer (Edinburgh). [title forthcoming]

LUNCH: 12.45PM-1.45PM

1.45PM-3.15PM

PANEL 6: Accountability and Reconciliation

13. Camilla Orjuela (Gothenburg): Pursuing Justice from Afar: The Tamil diaspora and
the Globalization of Transitional Justice

14. Alan Keenan (ICG): The politics of accountability and reconciliation in Sri Lanka

15. Andrew Cunningham (KCL): To Stay or to Go? How do International Humanitarian
Organisations Approach Post-conflict Situations? Case of Post-conflict Sri Lanka’

BREAK: 3.15PM-3.30PM
3.30PM-4.30PM

WORKSHOP DISCUSSANTS
4.30PM-5.00PM Concluding remarks



